[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.jpg]



Mayor Paddy Kennedy

Droichead Nua Town Council

Droichead Nua

Co Kildare

31st Jan 2008

Dear Mayor Kennedy

Re: Clemens Pont Ltd planning application to KCC for 8-screen cinema – 08/51

As you know, NCR held a meeting last night to discuss the planning application for an 8-screen cinema on the Newbridge Metal Products site from Clemens Pont Ltd.  Overall we expressed a welcome for the new application albeit with some concerns.

The concerns relate to the questions we still have on the specifics of the application and any planning permission granted.  However, the new application is obviously a step in the right direction and signals an understanding by Whitewater management that the previous application was never going to be acceptable.

While we still believe the site for which Whitewater currently has planning permission is commercially viable and remains the best option for having a cinema operating in as short a time as possible, we are prepared to compromise in order to find a solution to this issue which is obviously of major importance to this community.

We feel the most positive way forward with this is for the Town Councillors, through the Mayor, to facilitate a public meeting between an appropriate representative of the Clemens Pont Ltd company and the community.  Given the extremely short timeframe between now and the deadline for submissions on the planning application, we have taken the liberty of provisionally booking the Meadow Court room in The Hotel Keadeen for 8pm on Wednesday, 13th February.  That leaves a week for people to make up their mind on the information they receive at the meeting and the deadline for submissions.

In order to expedite the matter, we are happy for the Councillors to arrange an independent chair of the meeting who will be mutually acceptable to NCR and Clemens Pont.  Our only concern is that the community is given a chance to put their questions to the company and have those questions answered by people who are familiar with the specifics of the planning application and the specifics of the pending planning application 06/106.  There are several issues on which we need assurances and answers.

With all due respect to Mr Paul Keogh who represented Whitewater on KFM today, while he said he was a local he wasn’t familiar with his company’s Further Information submission to KCC in relation to Ron Inglis.  As you know two of Mr Inglis’ reports were cited extensively in their FI submissions and An Bórd Pleanála appeal.

I would expect that Mr John McElhone, the representative who has been in contact with some of the Town Councillors would be the most appropriate person.  Failing that, I’m sure either Mr Seán Dunne or Mr Seán Mulryan, the principals who control Clemens Pont Ltd, would be available.

I think you’ll agree the company has a lot of bridge-building to do.  Overall there is a welcome in the community for the new proposals, unlike the previous applications.  We would consider, therefore, it is in their interests to convey the positive aspects of the new proposals to this community.  Time and again, people have expressed huge dissatisfaction with the hands-off and disrespectful approach to the concerns of the community on the cinema issue in the past two years.  I understand during the planning application period of the original application in 2002, Whitewater representatives made many efforts to speak with community groups and leaders on the positive aspects of their plans.  It would make a big difference if that open and transparent approach was used again.

I hope you will contact Mr McElhone at the earliest opportunity to arrange this.  We will have to move immediately to let people know that Clemens Pont will be available to the community to answer questions.  We sincerely expect Clemens Pont to grasp this opportunity with both hands.  We have issued a welcome to the new plans.  It is unlikely we will be lodging anything more than observations to the planning application, although that could depend on the answers and assurances we receive from the company at the public meeting.

Feel free to send a copy of this letter to Mr McElhone if it will speed up the process of arranging their representative.  NCR will be issuing a statement to local media on Sunday, 3rd Feb 08, and it would be an appropriate display of mutual cooperation if we were able to confirm the name of the representative who will attend the public meeting on 13th February.

Yours sincerely,

Orla O’Neill

Cc:
Deputy Mayor Mick Deely; Cllr Pat Black; Cllr Fiona O’Loughlin; Cllr Murty Aspell; Cllr Sinead Donagh, Cllr Seamus Finn; Cllr Brian Maginn; Cllr John O’Neill

Newbridge 


Concerned Residents


Email: oponeill@iol.ie
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