Newbridge Concerned Residents 
C/o Orla O’Neill 
email: oponeill@iol.ie
 
 
Mr Seán Mulryan
Ballymore Properties Limited
Fonthill House
Old Lucan Road
Palmerstown
Dublin 20 

 
27th August 2007
 
Dear Mr Mulryan
 
Re:     Whitewater Cinema
 
Further to our last letter to you, on 17th March 2007, (neither acknowledged nor responded to), we are contacting you again, following the decision by Kildare County Council to refuse your application to have the cinema space in the Whitewater Shopping Centre changed to retail space.  
 
Our organisation has campaigned over the past 18 months to represent the views of the community to your plans.  We have analysed each FI submission in some detail and are confident our analysis will stand up to any scrutiny.  We are satisfied our conclusion that your agent has completely failed to make a case for non-viability of the cinema at its current location is the correct one.  We remain somewhat perplexed as to why you continue with such a weak argument.  
 
Our position has been vindicated by the independent investigations by the Council, and the local reaction to the Council’s decision.  If you are not familiar with local media, both the public and media commentators have hailed the decision as a victory for the people.  It is unfortunate your company has completely lost the goodwill that once existed in this community to your development plans.
 
We write to you to respond to one paragraph included in the last FI submission to the Council, the text of which is included below[1].
 
[image: image1.png]At present, the Shopping Centre is operating successfuly, with practically all of the
units let. The cinema is the only large vacant space in the Centre. This space will
remain vacant if its current planning status is maintained and this is not in the
interests of the viability of the Centre to have a large tract of vacant space within its
core.




 
 
We consider this statement to be particularly indefensible and call on your company to withdraw it immediately.  We suggest this community will respond appropriately to this threat, and we would remind you of your obligations under the Planning Laws.
 
In particular, we are reminding your fellow owner, Kevin Warren & Associates of Section 35 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.  I’m sure you’re well aware that this provision is the incentive for property developers to complete their developments in accordance with the planning permission.  We would point out a Shopping Centre which has planning permission for a cinema is completely different  from a Shopping centre which has a ‘large tract of vacant space within its core’.  We firmly believe our position on this would be vindicated by any legal opinion, and we would assure you we are fully prepared to seek this opinion if required.  Our confidence comes from the support of virtually everyone in this community.  
 
We note your company’s presence in property developments throughout the country and in particular, we note Kevin Warren’s investment in the Bennett Construction development at Great Connell, Newbridge.  We believe it is in the public interest that all local elected representatives are made aware of what has been said in the paragraph above, in conjunction with considering future planning proposals made by either of your operations.
 
Finally, we call on you not to appeal the Council decision to An Bórd Pleanála and to complete the cinema at its current location.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
                        
Orla O’Neill
NCR
 
 
 
Cc: Kidare Area County Councillors; Newbridge Town Councillors


[1] Letter from Tiros Resources, 30th July 2007, as part of submission to FI request on 06/106
