NCR WELCOMES COUNCIL’S DECISION
  
NCR has welcomed Kildare County Council’s decision last week to turn down Whitewater’s request to turn the current cinema space into shops and a crèche.  The Council also refused permission for a cinema at the Bradshaws site on planning grounds.  The group has campaigned over the past 18 months for the cinema to be completed in the shopping centre.  It analysed all information submitted by the company to the Council, and pointed out the failure of their arguments to make a case for non-viability of the cinema at its current location.  Ron Inglis, one of the cinema experts cited extensively by the Whitewater, contacted NCR and said the use of his material was ‘misleading’ and ‘out of date’.  
 
Jo O’Connor from NCR said, “We’re delighted the Council has turned down these applications.  It vindicates our position on this issue, one which hasn’t wavered since we started the campaign.  We’re also very happy with the general reaction to the decision, there is a widespread feeling it is a victory for the people.  Our firm belief is that our campaign was representative of the community’s views on this issue.”
 
The group is now calling on the Whitewater to complete the cinema in the Shopping Centre immediately.  They are sending a letter to the two owners of the Whitewater, property developer, Seán Mulryan of Ballymore Homes and investor, Kevin Warren & Associates, requesting they accept the decision of the Council and the wishes of the people to have the cinema completed.
 
“While we’re a little concerned that Whitewater’s last submission to the Council seemed to suggest the cinema space would be left empty if they didn’t get planning permission, we are pointing out to the two owners that they have legal obligations to complete the development,” said Orla O’Neill.  “In particular, we are reminding Kevin Warren that under Section 35 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, the Council can seek High Court leave to refuse planning permission for any future developments on the basis of failure to comply on past developments.  Mr Warren’s company is part-owner of the proposed Great Connell development, in partnership with Bennett Construction.”  Kildare County Council is currently considering a material contravention to give permission for a distributor road between the Naas Road and Great Connell to be built by the consortium.  There are plans for a huge development on this site in the coming years, including new GAA grounds.
 
Orla emphasised the need for everyone to stand together and call on the Whitewater to finish the cinema.  “We shouldn’t forget that the quickest and cheapest option for this town to get a cinema is to complete the one in the Shopping Centre.  Throughout our campaign, we’ve pointed out how there is at least one cinema group willing to operate it.  The Whitewater should now put the contract out to tender.  We could have a cinema by Christmas,” she said.
 
Whitewater has until 18th September to appeal the decision to An Bórd Pleanala.  Several local politicians have called on the company not to appeal the decision and to complete the cinema at its current location.

 

