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WHAT’S ANOTHER YEAR?

NCR has said it is very disappointed the Council has asked Whitewater for clarification of its further information on its planning application for an 8-screen cinema at the Newbridge Metalcraft site.

“If past experience is anything to go by, it means the Whitewater will not answer the questions for 6 months, so the current application will be over 14 months in the system before any decision is made,” said Orla O’Neill of NCR.  “The list of questions the Council has asked can’t really be called clarification of further information as they expose huge holes in the design put forward by the company.  When the new application for the cinema was made last January by Clemens Pont (a company associated with Whitewater) we said we wouldn’t oppose it but we stated clearly we didn’t trust their bona fides. It is no consolation for us to say ‘we told you so’, said Orla.

The Council planners has asked 12 more questions of the Whitewater, including pointing out there are steps at the main entrance of the cinema and there is only 1 shared disabled toilet away from the main sanitary area – design aspects which do not comply with best practice standards for people with disability.  They also said access to the cinema from The Avenue is ‘vague / non existent.’  Many local commentators have previously expressed surprise the company didn’t take the opportunity to design the cinema to increase pedestrian traffic along The Avenue, which is struggling for footfall and has never reached the retail potential outlined at the opening of the Shopping Centre.

Of significance to local traders is the Council’s request for a retail impact assessment of the effects of the proposed new cinema site on “the viability of the town centre”. The new cinema site includes a significant amount of new retail space and it is also expected Whitewater will turn the space of the current cinema into more retail units.  It has been pointed out that due to the downturn in the economy the impact of a large amount of new retail units would have a further detrimental effect on local traders in the town.  Many people do not expect Whitewater to go ahead with building the extension even if it does get planning permission as it is unlikely the retail units would be let.  Whitewater has had several tenants pull out of the Shopping Centre in 2008, including the crèche, Chocolate Soup, Windy Corner, Esprit and Stephen Harvey estate agents.

This scenario would mean that while Whitewater had planning permission to build a cinema it could not be compelled to build it on the Newbridge Metalcraft site.  However, another cinema investor would be unlikely to take advantage of the gap in the market as the Council would not give planning permission for a second cinema while Whitewater still sat on its permission.  “Unfortunately, while there remains no indication that Sean Mulryan feels any obligation to fulfill his promises to this community, we feel the planning process will continue to meet his needs more than ours.  He was given his chance to prove he is serious about building a cinema in Newbridge, but both the quality of the application and the length of time it took to lodge his further information has given us his answer,” said Orla.  “We now feel the only possibility of holding him to his promise is for the Council to refuse the current application and make him build the cinema in the current site.  All of their arguments about not being able to get an operator for a 6 screen cinema have been disposed of a long time ago.”
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