----- Original Message ----- 

From: Ron Inglis 

To: Orla O'Neill 

Sent: Sunday, January 21, 2007 3:19 PM

Subject: Newbridge cinema & Whitewater

Dear Orla, 

Thanks for faxing through the response from Whitewater which cited some of my previous publications.

You are correct that the quotes on pages 1,and 2 and the top of page 3 of their letter are from 'Developing Cultural Cinema in Ireland' by Neil Connolly and Maretta Dillon. Whitewater is being a bit misleading in using these quotes because, as you said, they relate to cultural cinema rather than straightforward cinema provision.

Whitewater's use of the quotes is puzzling since they seem to be attempting to suggest that Newbridge needs a high quality, 8+ screen, cultural cinema - something that doesn't exist in the UK or Ireland. There is a 9-screen arthouse in Belgium, a 14-screen arthouse/mainstream in Paris, and Robert Redford is building a 7-screen specialist cinema in Ohio for his Sundance Festival. But apart from that, cultural cinemas are generally 2-4 screen affairs with just a few at 5 screens (e.g. the Ritzy in Brixton which is more of a community mainstream cinema than a cultural venue)

The quote at the top of page 3 of Whitewater's letter is actually out of date since the arrival of digital cinema projection radically alters how a cinema can operate and it is perfectly possible for even a single screen venue to offer a successful and varied cultural or high quality cinema programme. Look at www.kinocinemas.co.uk for a perfect illustration. This is a single screen 100-seat venue in a small town (3,000 pop but quite a good catchment area). The Kino normally plays 5 DIFFERENT films each, and most of these are arthouse titles. The cinema itself provides a very high standard of comfort and technical presentation, and it is 100% digital. So Whitewater is a bit behind the times on this point.

The other quotes Whitewater have used are from the report I wrote with my colleague Sue Todd for the Arts Council of Ireland and Sgrin (the Welsh media agency, no longer in existence).

The first two quotes (page 3) about concession sales and bars are pretty self-evident and don't support or weaken anything that Whitewater is proposing or criticising, its a bit pointless actually.

The comments on page 4 are more substantive and I do agree that it is definitely preferrable to have expansion potential. However this factor alone would not put me off recommending a good site or location, especially if the proposed venue was going to have a decent level of provision from the outset and a 6-screen venue in Newbridge seems fine.

Overall I don't think that Whitewater, in this letter, have made a strong case against developing on the original site. By far the more important factor is getting a cinema operator on board, whether Storm Cinemas or someone else. UCI (now part of Odeon) and Vue have not shown any interest in developing in towns the size of Newbridge in the UK and so are unlikely to do something similar in Ireland.

I hope this helps.

All the best,

Ron



Ron Inglis

Mayfield Arts & Media, Mayfield House, Mount Melville, St Andrews, Fife KY16 8NT, Scotland

E: jri@mayfieldarts.co.uk
