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WHITEWATER SEEKS ‘HIGH QUALITY CINEMA END USERS’.

NCR has described as ‘laughable’, a comment included by Whitewater in its appeal to An Bórd Pleanála, following the Council’s recent decision to refuse permission to change the cinema from its current site within the Shopping Centre.  The company says in its appeal that the current site “cannot…attract a high quality cinema end user that could maintain the calibre of tenant existing at the centre and that would ensure the cinema operates as a viable business.”  

Jo O’Connor from NCR said, “We laughed long and hard when we read that comment, not only is it retail economics turned on its head, it’s just ridiculous to suggest the cinema needs people who buy clothes from expensive shops to remain viable.  We’re not sure what they’re trying to say, do they want us all to have a Karen Millen receipt in our hands before we’re allowed go to the cinema?  This is a regional cinema, similar to regional cinemas up and down the country, it is not comparable to Movies@Dundrum or Vue or Ster.  These operators have no track record of operating regional cinemas, but there are others who do and they should be allowed to come in.  We could have a cinema in Newbridge in a few months if Whitewater fulfilled their promise to the town.”

Whitewater’s 189-page submission to An Bórd Pleanála includes little new information and for the third time photocopies two documents produced in 2004 and 2002 by the Arts Council of Ireland & Sgrin and the British Film Institute respectively.  One of the authors of both documents, Scottish cinema consultant, Ron Inglis, has refuted use of the documents in correspondence with NCR, saying their use is ‘misleading’ and ‘out-of-date’.

Jo O’Connor outlined what NCR see as the real reason for Whitewater’s appeal to the Board.  “Whitewater is having its file assessed by the Enforcement Section in the Council, and it is our genuine belief this objection is little more than a delaying tactic, they may be hoping that any proposed action by the Council will be put on hold while the Board decides on their appeal.”

In August, the Council turned down Whitewater’s application for change of use and the planning file includes a report from senior planners on the issue.  Their report states, “Having regard to the undue length of time since the development was constructed and opened, and the fact that the applicants do not appear to intend to develop the cinema as highlighted by this current application, the file has been referred to the Enforcement Section for assessment.”

Jo said, “We commend the Council planners for this decision, this is exactly what Seán Mulryan and his Whitewater colleagues need, a clear declaration from the planning authorities that they are not above the law.  Whitewater said in its last correspondence to the Council that the cinema site would remain vacant if they didn’t get the planning permission they wanted, which is disgraceful.  We fully expect An Bord Pleanala to come to the same conclusion.  We will be asking the Board not to delay the decision as it just plays right into the hands of these developers” 

NCR will make a submission to An Bórd Pleanala before the 16th October deadline, using documentation they have gathered in the 19months they have highlighted the issue.  It will include emails from Ron Inglis outlining how the information supplied by Whitewater does not make a case for non-viability of the cinema at its current location, first-hand reports of how cinema operator, Storm, has said it would be interested in the current site and other evidence which challenges Whitewater’s appeal to the Board.

In their appeal, Whitewater says, “The anchors are complemented by a range of unit shops, all of which are occupied.”  NCR intends to provide photographic evidence of the units still boarded up with To Let signs up.  It will also include a report by Vicki Weller of the Nationalist (29th June 2007), which outlines how the Whitewater is placed at number 31 out of a total of 50 Irish shopping centres in terms of overall use by Crest, an organisation which measures excellence in retailing.  This is contrary to Whitewater’s continual assertions about the successful nature of the venture.  

“We think Whitewater needs to get down from its high-horse, accept it has an adequate shopping centre nowhere near Dundrum.  We’re a regional town with regional needs, one of which is a regional cinema, and we’re not going away until we get it!”, said Jo O’Connor.

NCR is also appealing to the hundreds of people who objected to the original planning application in March 2006 to find the receipt the Council sent to them to aknowledge their objection.  “We want to include the names of as many objectors as possible in our submission to An Bord Pleanala, but we need the original copy of the objection receipt, said Jo O’Connor.  “We will be holding a public meeting in the next two weeks to outline what we intend to say in our An Bord Pleanála submission, and are asking people to bring this receipt with them so their names can be included in the NCR submission.”
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